Taching with Authority. 


IE RM ON 


Preached beſore the 


Reverend the C LE RG Y 


QF THE 


1 - 
- — - <* why I —— 
ä • · nn EY — 2 — — _ 
mn "IEG _— 1 — n — 8 IO 
_ * 


KCHDEACONRY of Huntingdon, 


Eaſer VISITATION, 1747: 


And publiſhed at their Requeſt. - 


— 


— 


TIMOTHY NEFE, D.D. /— 
Archdeacon of Huntingdon, * | 


—_ 


| A OY 
LOND O N.: 


Printed for CRARL ES an. at the 
Croſi- Keys, oppoſite St Dunſtan's Church 


in Fleet-freet. | 
M DCCXLVII. 


Marrhzw VII. 28, 29. 


it came to paſs, "when 7 * 
bad ended theſe Sayings, that the 
People were POPE". at bis \Doc2 


trine; 


r be taught them as one 35 * 
thority, and not as ow Scribes. ry 


_ 


HIS Remark of * rell on 
the Power and Efficacy with which 
eur Saviour delivered his Sermon on 

Mount, that he tfaug bi the People as one 

ing Authority, and not as the Scribes, does 

t ſeem to be intended as a Reflection upon 

© Sd $2 them, 
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them, as if their Comments and Expoſitin 
of the Law were deſtitute of all Force and 
Authority; for this would have been a fe 
der Commendation of our Saviour's ſuper 
Dignity, and given little Cauſe of Admin 
tion and Aſtoniſhment i in the People, to find 
that He taught them with more Power wn 
Authority than thoſe who had none: But th 
Evangeliſt here conſiders the Scribes, as th 
ordinary commiſſioned Teachers and la 
preters of the Law, who fat in Moſes's Chi 
to explain to the People, the Statutes a 
Ordinances of their Religion. They are i 
deed in ſome Paſſages of Scripture repreſent 
ed as falſe Guides, making the Mord f Gul 
no Effect by their Traditions, and teaching f 
Do#rines the Commandments of Men s. l 
here they are to be regarded in the Light i 
which our Saviour hath placed them, wha 
he faith, Except your Righteouſneſs exceed 0 
Righteouſneſs of. the Scribes and Phariſee, 
ſhall. not enter into the Kingdom of Gil 
Where he cannot be ſuppoſed to mean, ti 
he requires no more of his Diſciples, 
rhat they ſnould lead better Lives wal 


Matt. vii. 7. + Matt. v. 20. 
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pocrites and falſe Teachers: But the 
eaning of that Paſſage is, that they muſt 

endowed with greater Excellencies and 
elections, than even the Scribe taught, or 
e Phariſee profeſſed. And under this Cha- 
ger they are here mentioned by the Evan- 
it, to ſhew that our bleſſed Lord, in this 
wine Sermon, taught the People with more 
Wiergy, Power and Authority, than even the 
armed Scribes, and the moſt ſkilful in 
cir Profeſſion could take upon themſelves 
do; for he ſpake, as ſome of themſelves 
feſſed, ſo as never Man ſpake *. | 


But more particularly, as the Evangeliſt 
ith delivered down to us the Sermon it- 
upon Record, we cannot be at a Loſs to 


ow with what peculiar kind of Authority 


r Saviour taught, and wherein . diſtinct 
Im that of the Scribes; You have heard ſaid 


then Fold Time, ſaith he, Thou ſhalt not 


ul, nor commit Adultery, &c. and as far as 
Letter of 'Moſes's Law juſtified the Com- 
nent, or as could be inferred from it by na- 
ural nee, O far the Authority of the 


Scribes 


* John vii. 13. 
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6 TAchNG WãITRH AUTHonrITY: 
Scribes reached, and no farther: if they ez 
ceeded theſe Bounds, and delivered the Ty, 
ditions of their Fathers, they did not Proper 
exerciſe, but abuſe Authority: But hete wy 
a Prophet ſuperior to Moſes himſelf, who yy 
in the Boſom of the Father, and knew th 
Mind of God in the Frame of thoſe Ly 
and therefore ſtood not in need of elbe 
rate Diſquiſitions, or rational Concluſion 
but declares authoritatively that Malice i; 1 
Degree of Murder, and Luſt of Adulten 
And though he condeſcends in ſeveral Ind 
ſtances, to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of h 
Precepts; yet he enforceth them chiefly by 
poſitive Injunctions and Prohibitions; fich 
as, I ſay unto you, when ye give Alms, ur fa 
or pray, Do, or do not, &c. He ſpake with 
a Power and Authority not to be reſiſted, i 
the Language of an extraordinary Prophet, 
commiſſioned immediately by God himſel 
to teach unerring Truths, and the poſiie 
clear, and invariable Rules of Duty, founded 
upon the Divine Command: And thei 
Truths, and theſe Rules, he hath cauſed u 
be recorded by the inſpired Evangeliſts 2 


Apoſtles, to be, together with the Law 5 
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1 Prophets, the ſtanding Authorities in 4 
es of the Church, for the Inſtruction of 


| e Chriſtian" World. ' AF HE | 
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51 to * nir 5 fi] 


Bi, The Uſefulnek of amber in pub 
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Scondy, Thai great: Privilege which ths 
Clergy are [entruſted with, of enforcing 
their Doctrines nl _ enges of 
n 119 


71 


Tink, . ahh eee a 
neglecting to make a proper-Uſe of this 


qreat Privilogte, in their Admonitions to 
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nz, The Danger to which our Rai 


 *yion is epbſad; by tlie Preacher's'Neg- 
r nt. 
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, The Uſefulnek of Authority in _—_ 
K Inſtructions. 
Authority 
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Authority is the eaſieſt,” as well as (nd 
Way of coming to the Knowledge of ty 
Truth. If we conſider through what infnix 
Mazes of Doubt and Uncertainty the Ancien 
travelled in ſearch of Truth, and with u 
little Succeſs ; we Chriſtians have great Rea 
to bleſs God for the Advantages we enjoy u 
this Reſpect, from the holy Scriptures, beyon 
what the wiſeſt Heathens ever had or 
tended to: For here we have the erm 
Will of God made plain and eaſy to us fron 
Divine Authority; vrhereas they having n. 
other Light but what. bare "Reaſon, affords 
them, were forced, in Duties of the highel 
Importance, to content themſelves with men 
Uncertainties and Conje&tures 2 and had 
moſt as many Opinions about the. ſupren 
Good, as there were Men. chat thought d 
wrote about it: And if their wiſe and learne 
Men were thus bewildefddz;vhat unfit! 
ſtructors of tlie People muſtq they needs be 
who were: themſelves euer lhrmung, but 1 
wn to come to the Knowledge of” the 7 ruth" . 
n. oatA to a en! 


21014. 
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But ſuppoſing they were able to diſcoyer 
ch themſelves; yet that Knowledge is not 
ily conveyed to the People. For Reaſon 
Argument move by flow Paces, and} of- 
through various Windings; and the Ge- 
ality of Men loſe the Clue, before they 
clear to the End of the Labyrinth. Ab- 
e Reaſonings are not calculated for the 
pacity of the Vulgar, who are cormnonly 
and wearied with the Length and Labour 
de Way. But Arguments drawn! fm 
Divine Authority ate plain and convinc- 
7 If we are once perſuaded that God 
ſaid it, we need neither ſtronger nor 
rer Demonſtration; It is the ſhorteſt 
[ay of coming! to the Knowledge! of our 
y and the moſt"effeQual to recommend 
to others. A true Believer needs no far- 
r Evidence, than that the Doctrine comes 
cbidden; and obeys, betauſe He hath com- 
ded, If God requireth Abrabam to 
we his Country and Kindred, to go into 
ſrange Land: If he commandeth him to 
ter up in Sacrifice the beloved Son of his 
d Age, the Heir of Promiſe; it may be diſ- 
B 8 ficult 
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ficult perhaps for him to underſtand, the le 
ſons, but being once aſſured of its bein 
Divine Command, it was very eaſy for ky 
to ſee that he muſt obey: For the C 
mand was before him, but the Reæaſon mi 
lie deep and afar off: And aſter all our m 
inquiſitive Search, we may at laſt be miſt 
in the one, but Duty and Obedience will a 
ene to err in a aher, 9 
| lent: the e Na Aug ory T6 
Importance: of the Truths themſelves, mg 
beget a due and proper Attention; but a8 
Men are to be reaſoned into Conviction, fr 
Principles in Nature, or the Force of Tui 
or the Excellency of the Matter, the Ar 
ment had bettet reſt upon divine Authori 
than human Reaſoning, 28 being moe e. 
felt and apprehended. 11 The Wiſe and cal 
ed may perceive the Weight of Read 
but the Groſs of Mankind are and -mult | 
guided by Authority: And nothing ca 
effectually Work upon the Hearts and U 
ſciences of Believers, as being perſuaded th 
the Doctrine comes from God, in a Melly 


bm Ben from Heaven; the Knowledge 
whud 
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ich becomes then ee ! and per- 


allve. . 59710 f *: 25 * ine NO 488515 
err eue e 
For tae which: winks took by dive 
-relation is pf. Abſolute Certaint and! Per- 
Aion, the beſt. and the higheſt Wiſdom; 
t the- Knowledge of any particular Science 
Profeſſions; no nor the whole -Syſtgmy; of 
hilotop y; found out wich great Labeur and 
tali ty by Man's | Underſtanding: ut 
- Kbowleilde of God himſelf, and che 
ole Duty of Man; both What He us imbils 
wm glorious Nature, fo targa We CA con- 
ire Him; and what He is to his Oreatures, 
d particularly to Man, vrhom by! this ſtand- 
| E he would inſtruct in theſe hea- 
ly Myſteries: -Fhings vof the utmoſt Im- 
mance; ſuch ahi, Eye bath note ſcen, nor 
r ear A, and wluciv are ũtterly unkoyn 
pal Parts-of the World, chere ther Light 
ur Gpelithath: riot” ſhined For then! 
t, as the Apaſtle:faith, great ds rbe My- 
1fGalliveſstþ,:andubeyond the Rawer-of | 
Pan's Underſtanding; th inddout. The. In- 
um of Chriſt, ant the Conſideration), of 
auf 82 his 


* 1 Cor. li. 9. 4 + Tim. iii. 16. 
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12 FTrNenme ira Auruekrrr; 
his uHHpealAbIe T,ove/inthe Wort of our di 
demption, infinitely ſurpaſſeth all other 
ledge whatever. This hath been the Meg 

& iow of alle holy/Meny in all Ages of 

World: This is Wat 2h Pri opbets of 45 

2rd and ſuribed after” diligently'* ; 

i gba Abrabam longed have ſten; oy 

add/tHt the dae, zur many Kings und Þ 

pb and che glorious Angels theme 

inflHegyen, acvount this Knowledge as 2 lf 
| oÞ thele Happineſs ! hic Things,” faith 
Prtet tb Angale defire to Wok into o. | 
is che Knowledge of Chriſt; ahd Him d 
ged/ deſired: by Ang und ell Ma 
What :dotly marerconcerin! us, What. ſo m 
Adellglit us; d$!2/.night/Senfe! of: our pt 
State ani the ctytaii Hdpe :obifuture'H 

ne: Fobeif e 

Roligibn, or. Afirancbof eternal Life, ben 

1arfethothis:fitm Perſuaſioni F ! what! _ 

Ground 10 Hbped f What 1ottier/Foand 

"Sh it have but che Ache f an 

'velatinio Thedmpabent.draya\fromi the 

muſt e infulliblen And . 008 
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hatever God himſelf aſſerts, however ſeem- 


Thing dr 2981 To tofu glgentt Hr 
WAY (wn dne of ide 
kr 6 49056 a Bages how 
uch che greateſt worldly Wiſdem may be 
iſ len; and in Multitudes of Inſtances, we 
ut Cauſe to donfeſs tlie Weakneſs, or miſ- 
ft the Faithfulneſs of human Underſtand- 
We ſometimes / aide xn peroeive the 
gadices, the AHG, another ſiniſter Mo- 
res which inlunence aur Reaſon vw We may 
terefore be too apt to conclude that for 
ruth, which perhapso may ive id better 


undlation than Fondneſs of Qpimion, or Ig- 
nance of real Cauſes. And though the 


blizes df Men Be ever ſo grràt, we cannot 
mays confide in their Honeſty. But where 
Br Founded upon Divine Reve- 
| ov the cp Wil of; Bod, that can 


kate Of no Dube er Unerrtlihty. 10 501 


22 ft vas 515 2210292 vio! 41 


This was he Mcthea' by which Wy 
= ind a Preachers of thi Goſpel ha 
6h wonderful Succeſ 


from above, and that Power by which St 
7 BA 4 „ 3,31, *« Stephen 


dy inconfiſtent with. our r new x 
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Stephen ſpale, and which all his Abe 
| were not able ta :refift *.' It was by this ply 
| and ſimple Narration of Facts, that $t by 
was able to convert ſo many thouſand "o 
at once to the Belief of: Chriſtianity... 
| ſpread the Kingdom of, Chriſt ſo Dl 
fo far: for; the Voice of God: even by th 
Mouth of weak Man, is migbty in Oher 
tion; and indeed wrought ſuch prodigious Cy 
queſts in the World, over the Vices and Pr 
judices of ſinful Men, as aſtoniſhed all M 
kind, N _ —_ TR be. 


II. 8 . in ide e 
. ho great a Privilege e of the C 
are entruſted with, .of. enforcing our Inſtng 
Nr g r OED 1 and . 

8 2071 1 190 nt Oi 
2 Ming! all thy babe Helps, "” 
. hath pleaſed God to afford: us, for our KY 
ledge of, and Improvement in true Relgo 
the holy Scriptures are certainly the princf 
and greateſt; as being the only true Fowd 
tion of Faith, containing the beſt Ruls 
Lite, _ Tam nn . ma 


* "AG vi. 10, + Acts ui, 41. 
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Ja may moſt infallibly be learned; hence St 
aul affirmeth, that Life and Immortality were 
gl {0 Light by the Goſpel *. For before 
Preaching and Promulgation of Chriſtianity, 
e great Truths of a future State, of eternal 
wards and Puniſhments, were either utter- 
unknown, or quite ; obſcure : So that the 
cients wanted this, the ſtrongeſt of all 
ſotives to Piety and Virtue; at leaſt they 
xd not that diſtint Knowledge or clear Cer- 
nty thereof, on which to build any ſober 
nviction of themſelves or others. We 
iſtians therefore, in this Reſpe&, have in- 

itely the Advantage of them, «who have 7his 
it jure Word of Prophecy +. The Teſti- 
pnies of our Faith from divine Revelation 
e certain and infallible ; from thence, &now- 
x the Terror of the Lord, wwe are better able 
ferſuade Men d. And whatever Arguments 
wn from, -and-. ſupported by Reaſon. and 
uoſophy, may ſeem probable, will yet have 
Certainty from the divine Authority of the 
Fptures, It muſt needs therefore add great- 
Weight and Efficacy to our Inſtructions, 
hen ſupported by ſuch Authority, we en- 
| force 


3 
2 Tim. i. 10. ＋ 2 Pet. i. 19. $ 2 Con v. 11. 
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16 Tracie wWirn Abrhokfry: 
force them with the Sanctions of eternal - 
wards and Puniſhments, which hmong Chg 
ſtians and Believers have the higheſt Dope 
of Certaitity, . I 7,0 


In Compariſon of this, what are all d 
fineſt Things that can be faid, of the Bewy 
and Lovelineſs of Virtue ; of the eternal N 
lation of Things; of moral Obligation a 
Truth? That they carry with them the 
own Reward? Such Eſſays may better {i 
the Wiſdom of Heathen Philoſophers, th 
Chriſtian Divines: And however probable 
true ſuch ſpeculative Fancies may be in then 
| ſelves; however innocent and entertaining 
the Wiſe and Learned, they have little ct 
Weight with the Generality of Mani 
For how is it poſſible to perſuade a Man, wi 
looks for no other Happineſs but in this Lil 
where Senſe is generally ſuperior to Unde 
ſanding, that Virtue is Felicity? or that! 
to be good, is to be happy? when, in 
Opinion of the World, the moſt Virtuous 
ten experience quite the contrary: Wit 
in the Times of Danger and Difficulty, © 
Apoſtle alſo himſelf declares, that Cbri/ 


b 


„ 
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te moſt miſerable of all Men, if in this 
; only they have Hape in Chriſt s. How 
> Have Chriſtians no Senſe of the Loveli- 
& of Virtue? or do they think it leſs to be 
od for its own fake than other Men? No 
tinly. But yet in the Judgment of the 
ftle, they are fartheſt from Happineſs, if 
re other were to be. expected, but what 
enjoy in this World. So that unleſs we 
orce the Love and Practice of Virtue, upon 
meer Principles and Motives than its own 
«th, it would be impoſſible to ſupport it 
the World. 


Now this, I fay, is a peculiar Privilege 
ich Chriſtian Divines have, above all that 
e ableſt moral Philoſophers ever pretended. 
they quoted Authority, it was only that of 
ble Men: If they gave their own Reaſons, 
vas no better. But we are allowed to quote 
e Authority of God, even of Him, who in 
d by himſelf ſeeth and knoweth all Things. 
| what is the Authority of Men, ſuppoſing 

lem to be wiſe, to Wiſdom itſelf? - That 
ſich wiſe and learned Men conſtantly affirm, 
| ** e 


* 1 Cor. xv. 19 


for the edifying of. the Body of Cbriſ J. N 


* 
Nanni. 6. fene. $ Eph. iv. 12. 
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is not unlikely to be true: But that wi; 
che Spirit of God aſſerts, is impoſſible to 
falſe: And therefore it muſt needs be ſuf 
cient. for dur own and other Peoples Com 
tion, if we can ſhew that the Dodrin 
we teach, reſt upon this immovable Found 
tion of God's written or revealed Word, 


Now this Word given by divine Inſpiraia 

is put into our Hands, and committed | 
our Truſt, and is profitable for Dodirir 
to teach us what we are to believe: fir f 
proof, or Conviction of Error: for Cirretlin 
or Reformation of Vice; and for Inſtrudtini 
Rigbteonſneſs, that the Man of God, or t 
publick Teacher of Religion, may be pri 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works +, 
completely inſtructed for the Diſcharge of l 
Miniſtry. And as under the Meſaical 01 
penſation God appointed a Succeſſion of Priell 
and Levites, to interpret and expound the la 
So Chriſt hath. likewiſe ordained Paſtors 
Teachers under the Goſpel, for the eff 
of the Saints, for the Work of the Minijr, a 


can this great Work be carried on with Su 
cel 


A SERMON" BEFORE THE CLERGY,'Sc. 19 
& but by the proper Uſe of thoſe powerful 
ens, which God hath b d c End. 


whic 
to 


I is a high Beling and Privilege, with 
hich we. are honoured. We have not on- 
al Antiquity open tous, and may conſult 
greateſt Maſters of Reaſon and Eloquence, 
the Conduct of the Underſtanding, the 
pprovement. of the Imagination, the Accu- 
y of Diction, and the Arts of Perſuaſion : 
e are not only allowed to call in the Aid of 
man Literature to illuſtrate! divine Truths; 
it are furniſhed alſo with the nobleſt Senti- 
nts and Expreſſior ions of holy Writ: We 
re there the moſt exalted Metaphors and 
{criptions ; the Elegancies of ob, the Lot 
eſs of Laiab, the devout Breathings of | 
e Plalmift, and the nervous Elogy quenee of 
Paul: In one Word, we have 2 whole 
alury of Divine Knowledge and Elocution | 
t into bur Hands, to diſpenſe to our Hear- 
; and What is ſtill more, we have. theſe 
es ef Truth to vouch for our Doctlines 
een imprint them on the Hearts and Con- 
lences of Believers, with the Stamp of Di- 
ne Authority ; founding them upon the Te- 
Imony of Moſes and the Prophets, of Chriſt 
Mee F 7: and 
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and his Apoſtles. So that when we wi 
teach with Authority, we may; and our Hex 
ers, like the Theſſalontans commended 1 
Paul, will receive the Word of God at. 
Mouths, not as the Word of Man, but i 
1s.in T ruth, and ought to be in Truth, f 
Word of God, which effettually worketh in th 
that beli ove *. 


'\ 


| lk. upon 1 Foundation we build our Er 
hortations to. Godlineſs and Virtue, we ſl 
be moſt likely to raiſe. ſo ſtrong and beautih 
a Superſtructure, as cannot eaſily be of 
thrown: The Winds may blow, the Flog 
ſwell, and the Storms beat, but they cam 
ſhake the F oundation, of _- 


7 * us ks St Paul. * our K 
this Caſe. We read, Act. xvii. 2, thut! 
reaſoned with the Jews out, of | the Scrigtu 
opening and. alledging, that Chrift muſt ni 
have ſuffered and riſen again from the deu 
And in another Place, that be reaſoned isl 
Synagogues every Sabbath, . and - perſuaded 
Jeu and the Greeks q, as woll from the r 
cient ee that it muſt be ſo, as from ei 
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— 


A SERMON BEFORE. THE CLERGY, Sc. 21 


Facts that it was ſo. By what ſort of 
tory was he able to make Flix the Heathen 
wernor, and his Judge, is tremble? Was 
by any fine Reaſoning upon moral Truths, 
the Poſſibility of a future Judgment, from 
Nature of God, or the Immateriality of 
Soul? Who ever trembled at ſuch Argu- 
ents? But it was the Truth and Certainty 
the Thing itſelf, plainly aſſerted and ma- 
feſtly revealed to this choſen Veſſel, ſent 
from God, to declare it unto the World. 
this be almoſt perſuaded King Agrippa to be- 
me a Chriffian*. And at Rome alſo, he is faid 
the ame Evangeliſt, to have expounded and 
fed the Kingdom e God, perſuading them 
mcerning” Jeſus, both out of the Law of Moſes 
ud the Prophets .. In all which ſeveral In- 
lc Winces, we ſee after what Manner he reaſoned, 

he himſelf affirmis;' Not 4017þ Excellency of | 
rech, not dont enticing Words of Man's Wife | 
Im, ut in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and 
Fever 1. This was indeed the general 
ommiſſion of all the Apoſtles, Who were or- 
aned' to be Witneſſes of theſe ſcriptural 
Truths, ang! to dirclate} theſe clear Fas to the 

7 Ie World. 


A xxiv. 25. Acts xxvl. 28, + Acts xxviii. 23. 
{ 1 Cor. ii. 1, 4. 
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tion, without his Bible: The Jjeſuits i 


tender the Scriptures 00 familiar: to 


2 "TEACHING WITH AUTRoRTY: | 


World. Why then ſhould we think ow; 
to be wiſer than they, berge mg L 
OE th nen en 

III. F e appears _ evident 
in the third, Place; the Abſurdity and lr 
piety of neglecting to make a proper Uꝶ d 
this great Privilege, in our rente 
the P r b 3 10 

1 it 458 be abſurd, ; in 0 Dae ut 
to have Recourſe, in his Pleadings, to i 
Statutes: of the Realm, to Reports u. 
Precedents: Or in a Civilian, to;harwg 
the Court, without Proper References to by 
Code and Pandects; would it ſeem le d 
ſutd in a (Chriſtian Divine, to undenabt 
teach the Ways of Rightęeguſneſs and Sd 


deed, in their publick Diſcourſes from dg 
Pulpit, are remarkably deficient in the 
ſpect: but then they have this to urge 
their Excuiſe, that they ate abliged. na U 


common People; and: in many Luſtases 
it may alſo be alledged for them, that 4 


. ** 


—— — ** 
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W: not able to ſupport their Tenets by the 
Jen Word, and which will better bear the 
aof their. Legends than of their Bible. But 
W. Proteſtant, Divines to be guilty, of this 
ichon, is without Excuſe. It muſt, at 
«ft, render them liable to the Suſpicion, ei- 
of being defective in that particular Kind 
Knowledge in which they profeſs to excel; 
which is worſe, of Inlincerity:4 in their Pro- 

on. 


., this is the leaſt that can be faid of ſuch 
Fmifions, that they are abſurd ; for where 
| y are wilful, they become no leſs than 
Ppious, as Than manifeſtly betray a Slight 
d Contempt of God's holy Word; which 
more heinous in Men of our Order, as we 
: ſet apart for the publick Teaching of 
us Word, and cannot be wanting in this 
art of our Duty, without betraying the 
d Truſt repoſed in us, by God and our 
ricual Superiors; nor indeed without being 
ty of the Breach of a ſolemn Promiſe, 
hade by us at, our Ordination, That we 
will be diligent in ſtudying the holy 
| Scriptures, and inſtructing the People com- 
mitted to our Charge, out of the ſame.” 
But 


24 | Trxacning wiTH AurHokrry: 


But let it not be inferred from hence, f 
therefore we are obliged to crowd our Di 
courſes with Scripture - Sentences, ſo x; 
leave no Room for illuſtrating their genun 
Beauty and Force; but that we advance n 

Doctrines, ſpeculative or moral, but up 
Scripture Principles: only ſuch as cn 
proved by expreſs Words of holy Writ « 
by rational Conſequence flow from it : An 
that we be careful to ſupport them by ju 
and proper References to divine Authority 
For this is, and ought to be with Chriſta 
and Believers, as an Oath in Courts of Jud 
cature, an End of all Controverſy *. Sh 
we therefore neglect that Evidence which! 
plain and eaſy, which is ſure and certa 
which is ſtrong and powerful, to dwell ue 
that which is doubtful and obſcure, lite 
and unedifying ? Can Plato convince when 
Paul cannot perſuade ? It is no great Can 
pliment to our Chriſtian Hearers, to unl 
they ſtand in need of ſuch foreign Afſiſtanc 
For if they believe not Moſes and the In 
phets, CuRisT and his Apoſtles, much 


- 
— 


* Heb. vi. 16. 
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i they be perſuaded by any mat or me- 
. | fi TOA of Drojnhilhiea.- 15:24 
r Di 15 
. bad aha this Orpiflion ariſeth only 
| pit Inadvertency Or Neglect; but if 1 It pro- 
ce nt ds from any ſettled Diſſike or Unbelief, this 
| pulling up Foundations, and robbing God 
an | his Honour; for He is no leſs glorious in the 
it, orks of Redemption, than of Creation: and 
ſequently it muſt be no leſs. Impiety, to 
ny Him the Glory of his Grace, than of his 
ai ovidence : it is leſſening his great Mercies 
( Chriſt Jeſus, diſparaging the Bleflings and 
privileges of common Chriſtianity, and 
Sta attended with many dangerous and fatal 
mnſequences to our moſt holy Faith: Which 

ings me to the Fe 


IV. Rurtb and laſt Thing to be conſidered; 
amely, the Dangers to which our Religion is 

oſed, by the Preacher's W of his Of- 
Ke in this Point. 


Ind e ih d Mam weng athemed of hi 
"HF of: flion, when he neglecteth and yieldeth 
p that which is the only Credit and Support 
D of 
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of it; When the Doctrines of the Croſs 
accounted Eooliſhneſs, and exploded by t , 
Wiſe and Great, the Apoſtle crieth out i 
ſort of Exultation, I am not aſhamed if th 
Goſpel oF Chriſt, for it. is the Power of G 
unto Sulvation * : it is the beſt and only pon 
erful Means, whereby the Conviction and & 
formation of the World is, or can be brought 
to paſs. Our Faith is then alſo more peo 
larly acceptable to God, and honourable i 
ourſelves, when we exert it moſt in the Time 
of Danger and Oppoſition : otherwiſe it \ 
countenancing the Wickedneſs and Infidel 
of the Times, when we flacken in our 7 
for the Cauſe of Chriſtianity ; give up evany 
lical Truths to pretended moral Rightcoulne 
and betray the Religion of Jeſus to that d 
Nature. We give too great Occaſion to it 
Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, to init 
and triumph, when we ſo eaſily reſign up tit 
Security of our Faith. If we compliment ou 
Adverſaries with the Goſpel, with the Auto- 
rity of the Scriptures, by which the Churd 
hath ſtood for ſo many Ages, what elſe 
maineth. to A the. divine iti, 


Rom. i. 14. 
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Miniſtry ? Men will then no longer ac- 
1 of us as the Miniſters of Chi it, and 
wards of the Myſteries of God + ; but as 
re Teachers of Morality, wherein our 
arers have an equal Authority with our- 
es; and thereby we loſe all Weight and 
hence with our People, and make our- 
res cheap in their Sight. 


But if this were all the Evil done, of bring- 
> our Perſons only into Contempt, it would 
no more than what we might reaſonably 
pet, or juſtly deſerve : But when we bring 
ligion alſo into Danger and Diſgrace, our 
lfulneſs or Neglect in this Point becomes 
phly criminal; for what regard will Men 
n have to inward Faith, or outward Ordi- 
ces? and the moſt folemn Inſtitutions of 


nful 
: liſt, would become uſeleſs and unedifying 
2 remonies. 


As this Neglect, on one Hand, encourages 
eim, Infidelity and all ſorts of Profaneneſs; 
on the other, it occaſions the wildeſt En- 
ulaſm of the Times. For the People, in 

D 2 Proteſtant . 
f 1 Cor. iv. 1. | 
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Proteſtant Countries eſpecially, know the 
have a Right'to the Bleſlings of the Goſpel, 
it is one of the Marks of the Kingdom 
Chriſt, that the Poor have the-Goſpel preach 
unto them and wo be unto us if we either 
Neglect doing this, or preach any other, 2 
is tranſgreſſing our own Duty in one of the 
moſt effential Parts of it. This is like the 
ſevere unchriſtian Diſcipline of the Church off 
Rome, denying the People the Uſe and Com- 
fort of the Scriptures. We ought not then 
to be guilty of that ourſelves, which we þ 
| juſtly condemn in others. For theſe Scrip 
tures are a ſacred Truſt committed unto uz, 
of which we are the Stewards and Diſpenſer, 
out of which we muſt adminiſter their Food 
in due Seaſon, thoſe. Doctrines which vil 
nouriſh their Souls to everlaſting Life; the 
People expect this Faithfulneſs and Afſiduity 

from us; and if they have not the Grace df 
God preached to them in our Churches, they 
will be apt to fly to Conventicles and Field- 
preachers, in Hopes to find it there. 


n 
| ic 
ſ 


Hence it is that ſo many People in ths 
Kingdom forſake their own proper Paſton, e 
| | and 

* Matt. xi. 5. 


7 
A SERMON BEFORE THE CLERGY, Cc. 29 


4 follow every Pretender to Godlineſs and 
aſpiration 3 they greedily embrace every Opi- 
an Which will flatter them with divine 
Pace, of ſaving Faith, or ſpiritual Motions 
| pl Impreſſions 3 ; and if they have not the 
ut of God's Word from without, they 
be apt to truſt to ſome falſe and fancied 
nmel within. And their artful Sedu- 

„taking Advantage of our _ unjuftifiable 
dnifons, diſtract their weak Minds with 
he wildeſt Notions of Enthuſiaſm, under 
Fretence of teaching them the Way of God more 
a, which might have been prevented 
id may eto he redreſſed: By what Means? 


ts, wen by diſcharging our Duty with Fidelity; 
ood Weeping acthing back, but declaring unto them 
wil E Gun A Gad, and explaining 
the and judiciaufly thoſe Chriſtian Truths 
uy A Deine Which they have a Right to 


ar, and hop t imbibe even from falſe 
uides, if hey are not taught them by 
E te un r Word he e 
dated T. DIV £4) Gin 26 W yn 
9203 Gin 5:57: l 

As it bath therefore leaſed G God to 50 this 
carl of the Goſpel, of great Price, into our 
Hands, 


Ads Nn. N. 2 2 Cor. v. 19. 
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Hands, let us not trample it under our Fg 
nor ſhew.ourſelves unworthy of it, by thus! 
lightly eſteeming it; leſt God ſhould be 
length provoked, to remove from us the Lig 
of his Truth, and ſhould bring upon the Ly 
that, the worſt of all ſpiritual Evils, threat 
by the Prophet Amos, a Famine of heari 
the Word f the Lord, where Men ſhall 


From one Sea unto another, from the North q 
fo the Eaſt, to ſeek the Word of the Lord. 


ſhall not find it . 


That this Miſery and Darkneſs may f 
fall upon this Land, let us beg of God uu 
us Underſtanding in the Way of Godlineſ 
to grant us the Continuance of the Light 
his Grace and holy Spirit, chat wwe may [Wi 
wonderous Things of his Lat: that we ili 
be truly thankful to Him for this Knowle 
of Salvation, and with Truth, Sincerity, 
Authority, preach it unto the World: 
and only then, O Lord, ſhall we be ab 

teach thy Ways unto the Wicked, and 
ners ſhall be commu unto, thee. 


+ Palm Q. 2. 


